
URS 

January 6, 2015 

Ms. Shelby Johnston, EIT 
Remedial Project Manager 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 4, Waste Management Division 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303-8960 

Subject: Request to Postpone Interim Remedial Actions at 
Operable Unit Two (OU2) 
Former Landia Chemical Company Site 
Lakeland, Polk County, Florida 
Civil Action No: 8:09-cv-01325-VMC-TBM 

Dear Ms. Johnston: 

In accordance with the Consent Decree for the above-referenced site and correspondence with 
you, this request for postponement of remedial actions is hereby submitted on behalf of the 
representatives for Agrico Chemical Company, BASF Corporation, and PCS Joint Venture, Ltd. 

In an effort to reduce the site nitrate concentrations in groundwater below the natural attenuation 
default criterion more rapidly than natural processes could, molasses injections were planned in 
the basal zone as an interim remedial action. Baseline monitoring of the nitrate plume in the 
water table and basal zones was conducted in October 2014 in accordance with the approved 
Remedial Action Work Plan. The data from that effort and previous sampling events has now 
been evaluated, and it appears that natural processes are occun·ing more rapidly than initially 
anticipated. 

The results of the recent baseline sampling event and the October 2014 semiannual event 
conducted during the same time period are summarized on Tables I and 2. While this request 
addresses only the nitrate source area, the analytical results for all parameters analyzed are 
included on the table as you requested. The results include the new wells (RAMW-06 and 061, 
RAMW-07 and 071, and RAMW-08 and 081) that were installed to monitor nitrates during our 
injection activities and were installed in locations corresponding to the highest values detected 
during the remedial design field work. With the exception of RAMW-061, the concentrations 
were lower in these wells than expected. 

A snapshot of the nitrate plume in the basal zone over time is included as Attachment A. This 
evidence suggests that over the last year, the nitrate concentrations appear to be degrading at a 
higher rate than in previous years. Rather than move forward with the approved interim remedial 
actions at this time, we are requesting approval to postpone that action and conduct additional 
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monitoring to determine ifwe are in-fact experiencing an accelerated narural attenuation process. 
or if the lower results reflect an episodic condition and not a trend. 

We are in the process of preparing the semiannual groundwater monitoring report for 2014, to be 
submitted early this year, in which we will more fully evaluate the data associated with the other 
parameters monitored at the site. However, the evaluation we have completed to this point 
indicates that the pesticide plume concentrations in the surficial zone have declined in the last 
year, and there does not appear to be movement of the basal zone pesticide plume toward the 
north. 

We look forward to hearing from you on this request Should you have any questions regarding 
this request, please do not hesitate to call Jeffry Wagner (Project Coordinator) at 850-402-6409. 

Sincerely, 

Lot~ ~£~~ Amy R. Mixon, PE 
Project Manager Project Coordinator 

ARM:arm 

Attachment: Request for Postponement of Interim Remedial Actions at OU2 

cc: Bill O'Steen- U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Chris Pellegrino - Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
John Carey - for Agrico Chemical Company 
Doug Reid-Green - BASF Corporation 
Michael Brom - PCS Joint Venrure, Ltd. 
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